AMCSBA Bulletin

April 6, 2020

.

Contents:
1. Message From Registrar
2. AVMA Update 4/05/2020
3. Experience What Your Sheep Have to Offer

Message From Registrar
Dear Group,
During this time of uncertainty, I understand and
share your stress, as all of our lives have been upended by the Covid-19 outbreak. We are worried
about family safety, income security, supply
shortages, and the unknown. This is a normal
reaction,however mental health experts recommend
that we try to focus on those things we can control,
rather than what we cannot.

AVMA Update 4/05/2020

As AMCSBA registrar, I continue to register and
transfer sheep and lambs, and work to improve our
website and member experience. I am here to answer
questions, and help locate breeders or buyers
nearest to you. I am monitoring federal, state and
local regulations, as well as data from the CDC and
WHO. I feel it is important to share the following
excerpted updated information from the American
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) website.

There have been no reports of pets or
livestock becoming ill with COVID-19 in the
United States. At this point in time, there is
also no evidence that domestic animals,
including pets and livestock, can spread
COVID-19 to people.
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Excerpted from AVMA as of 6 p.m. on April 5, 2020:
• The betacoronavirus that causes COVID-19 is
SARS-CoV-2 (formerly 2019-nCoV).
• Person-to-person and community spread has been
reported in numerous countries, including the United
States.
• Transmission primarily occurs when there is contact
with an infected person's bodily secretions, such as
saliva or mucus droplets in a cough or sneeze.
People are thought to be the most contagious when
they are most symptomatic. Some spread might be
possible before people show symptoms; however,
this is not thought to be the main way the virus
spreads. Transmission via touching a contaminated
surface or object (i.e., a fomite) and then touching the
mouth, nose, or possibly eyes is also possible, but
appears to be a secondary route. Smooth (nonporous) surfaces (e.g., countertops, door knobs)
transmit viruses better than porous materials (e.g.,
paper money, pet fur) because porous, especially
fibrous, materials absorb and trap the pathogen
(virus), making it harder to contract through simple
touch. At this time, there is no evidence that the virus
that causes COVID-19 can spread to people from the
skin or fur of pets.
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(AVMA Covid-19 Update cont.)
• There are currently no antiviral drugs recommended
or licensed by FDA to treat COVID-19, and there is
no immunization available.
• Cases of COVID-19 and community spread are
being reported in most states. Community spread
means people have been infected with the virus in an
area, including some who are not sure how or where
they became infected.
• The best way to avoid becoming ill is to avoid
exposure to the virus. Taking typical preventive
actions is key.

… if you are ill with COVID-19 you should
restrict contact with pets and other
animals, just as you would restrict your
contact with other people… wear a cloth
facemask; don’t share food, kiss, or hug
them; and wash your hands before and
after any contact with them.

• While two dogs (Hong Kong) and two cats (one in
Belgium and one in Hong Kong) living with people
diagnosed with COVID-19 have been reported to
have been infected with SARS-CoV-2, other dogs
and cats also living with infected people remain
uninfected. New research articles have been posted
to open-access sites on an almost daily basis that
describe preliminary results suggesting some
domestic animals can be experimentally infected with
SARS-CoV-2 and may transmit the virus to other
animals in an experimental setting or mount a viralspecific immune response when exposed to SARSCoV-2. However, caution should be taken to not
overinterpret results described in such articles, some
of which may report on data from a very small
number of animals or provide only preliminary results,
and not extrapolate those results to the potential for
SARS-CoV-2 to naturally infect or be transmitted by
companion animals kept as pets. To date the CDC
has not received any reports of pets becoming sick
with COVID-19 in the United States. Infectious
disease experts and multiple international and
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domestic human and animal health organizations
continue to agree there is no evidence at this point to
indicate that, under natural conditions, pets spread
COVID-19 to people.
• The USDA National Veterinary Services
Laboratories has also confirmed the presence of
SARS-CoV-2 in one tiger at a zoo in New York. This
is the first instance of a tiger being infected with
COVID-19. Several lions and tigers at the zoo
showed clinical signs of respiratory illness and this
tiger was tested accordingly. Public health employees
believe the large cats became ill after being exposed
to a zoo employee who was actively shedding virus.
All of the large cats are expected to recover. No other
animals in other areas of the zoo are exhibiting
similar clinical signs. USDA and CDC are monitoring
this situation and the OIE will be notified of the
finding.

• If you are not ill with COVID-19, you can interact
with your animals as you normally would, including
feeding and otherwise caring for them. You should
continue to practice good hygiene during those
interactions (e.g., wash hands before and after
interacting with your animals, including handling of
food, supplies, and waste; keep feed, water, and any
supplies used to deliver them clean; remove soiled
bedding and replace as appropriate).
• Out of an abundance of caution and until more is
known about this virus, if you are ill with COVID-19
you should restrict contact with pets and other
animals, just as you would restrict your contact with
other people. When possible, have another member
of your household or business take care of feeding
and otherwise caring for any animals, including pets.
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(AVMA Covid-19 Update cont.)

Try dyeing and weaving:

If you have a service animal or you must care for your
animals, including pets, wear a cloth facemask; don’t share
food, kiss, or hug them; and wash your hands before and
after any contact with them.

https://starmagnolias.com/blogmain/2017/9/29/abeginners-guide-to-dyeing-wool
https://www.brightstarkids.com.au/blog/decorating/11weaving-projects-for-kids/

• There have been no reports of pets or livestock becoming
ill with COVID-19 in the United States. At this point in time,
there is also no evidence that domestic animals, including
pets and livestock, can spread COVID-19 to people.
• As always, careful handwashing and other infection
control practices can greatly reduce the chance of
spreading any disease. The National Association of State
Public Health Veterinarians’ (NASPHV) compendium of
standard precautions is a good reference for appropriate
infection control in veterinary practices.
For more, visit the AVMA website:

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/animal-healthand-welfare/covid-19

Experience What Your
Sheep Have to Offer

Spending time with your flock can also be relaxing. Spring
is a time of regeneration; working with lambs can be a joy!
Purina offers many videos on training for show, and here
are a few:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N7DpPSiAiSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6BoMxUdY5g

This year we have noticed a shortage in the availability of
AMCSBA registered sheep. Despite current Covid-19
concerns, there is still a demand for mini Cheviots.
Breeders may experience increased sales inquiries due to
the health scare, as people retreat to rural areas and take
up homesteading.
Experience what your sheep have to offer. For those with
children home from school, consider taking this time to
work with your sheep and their fiber. Spring is the time to
shear, and YouTube has troves of fiber crafting how-to
videos. Building a drop spindle and mastering its technique
is a repetitive, relaxing activity, and the first step in creating
your one-of-a-kind yarn craft. You can find drop spindle kits
for sale on eBay and Etsy. Check out these links for some
inspiration:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktNSgGf34KU
Showing is one way to promote your animals. Even if you
won’t be showing lambs this year, these techniques will
make it easier to handle your sheep as an adult. Teaching
a lamb to lead and brace showcases its beauty and
personality, and buyers will pay extra for a docile animal. If
your child’s mini Cheviot looks and handles like a show
lamb, the effort will be worth it, both gaining confidence
along the way.

https://makercamp.com/projects/drop-spindle

Register-- now is the opportunity to get caught up with the
paperwork, and to tag and register your sheep. If you are
experiencing health or financial hardship due to the Covid19 crisis, please contact me to work out a 2020 fee
deferral. When selling, make sure all sheep are tagged and
can be tracked via registry transfers, completed with new
buyer contact information and signed off by me (Eddie).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7R0Lb1qA7kE

Now is a great time to pay extra attention to your sheep.

Consider these simple felt crafts:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u-9plMg1E-Y
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Breeders may experience increased sales
inquiries, as people retreat to rural areas and
take up homesteading.

April 6, 2020

Page | 3

